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EB AND WB
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EB AND WB
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DESIGN EXCEPTION FROM MP 188.0 TO 190.1
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Design Exception 
Recommendation 

7

Roadway Median Width Reductions
Reduce the median width from MP 184.8 to 185.3, MP 
186.9 to 187.4, and MP 188.9 to 190.1 to improve 
safety, to reduce wall area, to lessen impacts to the 
trail, forested areas, Black Gore Creek, Black Lake 
No. 1, to maintain effective wildlife crossing lengths, 
and to minimize disturbance areas.
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MEETING NOTES 
PROJECT:  23982-23929 I-70 West Vail Pass Safety and Operations Improvements 

PURPOSE: Project Leadership Team (PLT) Meeting #9 

DATE HELD: August 6, 2021 

LOCATION: Online Google Meet Meeting 

ATTENDING: John Kronholm, Project Manager, CDOT Region 3 
Karen Berdoulay, Resident Engineer, CDOT Region 3 
David Cesark, CDOT Region 3 Environmental Manager 
Zane Znamenacek, CDOT Region 3 Traffic Program Engineer 
Matt Figgs, CDOT Region 3 
Greg Hall, Town of Vail 
Pete Wadden, Town of Vail 
Dick Cleveland, Town of Vail 
Ben Gerdes, Eagle County 
Robert Jacobs, Summit County 
Tracy Sakaguchi, Colorado Motor Carriers 
Randal Lapsley, R S & H 
Jim Clarke, Jacobs 
Mary Jo Vobejda, Jacobs 
Loretta LaRiviere, Jacobs 

COPIES: Attendees 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION: 

1. Design Exception Review of CAP 1 Design Refinement Process 

a. The Design Exception meeting was earlier this week and we asked for support for 
median reductions. The design criteria state you cannot reduce the width of the 
median. When we looked at trying to balance of all of the issues such as disturbance 
area, impacts to wetlands and impacts to the trail, we found that narrowing the 
median in certain locations is really the optimal option for the roadway design. 

i. The first area for an exception is between MP 184.8 & MP 185.3 where our 
designers came up with a great idea to completely move the bridges to the 
north and rebuild both east and westbound. It provides a much better traffic 
solution and saves money on the corridor, but it does reduce the median.  

Karen said this is in an area where there is a section of I-70 that the east and 
westbound is at the same level with very little median so we’re just 
extending the section of highway that will have very little median.  

What drove this design was really to pull the eastbound bridge away from 
Black Gore Creek and also to be able to build much shorter bridges we’re 
moving everything to the north. The reason they’re closer together is the 
way the phasing works. We would build the new westbound bridge first 
before moving it to its new configuration and that required the eastbound 
bridge to be really tight up against the westbound bridge. We also had to 
meet design standards for the radius of the roadway. Our justification for 
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this is we are much further away from the creek so we’re protecting those 
environmentally sensitive areas in the Corridor. 

ii. Karen said the second median reduction exception is between MP 186.9 and 
MP 187.4 Karen said one of the drivers in this location is we have a larger 
wildlife crossing on the east end and it’s really important to keep those as 
short as possible. In this platform it was tricky trying to feather it in so there 
aren’t impacts to the recreation trail on the south side. It just makes sense to 
widen into the median.  

John said because we are adding a third lane and the designers held the edge 
of asphalt on the southern side there is less disturbance overall and fewer 
walls. It ties into the wildlife crossing which we have reduced the length by 
about 10’ from the EA concept.  Having no median here helps keep it shorter 
and that’s true in a couple of the other wildlife crossings as well. 

iii. The third design exception is from MP 188.0 to MP 190.1. In this area we are 
holding the southern edge of pavement and widening into the median. It 
protects the slope, and the forested areas and we didn’t want to get any 
closer to Black Lake. John said it will leave room for water quality features 
on the south side in those areas where we are still refining and designing 
right now. There is also another wildlife crossing that is in the area. 

As we move farther long, if we push the roadway further south it generates 
larger and larger walls for the future truck parking expansion and push it 
farther into the forested area. Widening into the median helps to reduce 
that.  John said they met with the Forest Service extensively throughout this 
process and they don’t want us to encroach onto Black Lakes Road because 
that’s currently where they have all their winter recreation parking. They 
park there for the summer as well, but it doesn’t fill up as much. They 
wanted us to stay away from there for snow storage and to make sure they 
don’t lose any parking.  

2. Design Exception Recommendations 

a. The ITF recommended and agreed to (with the amended orange text) for the 
Roadway Median Width Reductions.  

Reduce the median width from MP 184.8 to 185.3, MP 186.9 to 187.4, and MP 188.9 to 
190.1 to improve safety, to reduce wall area, to lessen impacts to the trail, forested 
areas, Black Gore Creek, Black Lake No. 1, to maintain effective wildlife crossing 
lengths, and to minimize disturbance areas. 

We looked at the existing conditions and the environment. We balanced all the 
pieces of it so there were options and we planned for the future by seeing what the 
future widening would look like and brought that into consideration along with all 
the pieces of the design and everything that represents a core value and came up 
with this as the best balance possible.  
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One request from the group was to consider widening the median in one of the 
stretches between MP 184.8 & MP 185.3. We looked at it and it’s just not feasible 
because this is where bridges are being moved and they have to stay together.  

We were asked to incorporate glare protection and that is being incorporated into 
the design, this is a part of the design considerations.   

We have been asked to check where the AGS alignment will be constructed to be 
certain where are proposing narrowing the medians is not precluding or impacting 
the AGS alignment. That check is underway right now.  

Mary Jo said the PLT’s job is to help us ensure and weigh in on if we followed the 
CSS guidelines. We really want to be sure we have followed the Context Sensitive 
Solutions systems and guidelines and that these recommendation are valid in the 
process that we have all agreed upon. Not that these are the best solutions. Let us 
know if we have followed the process. 

1. Greg said we have followed the process and we’ve balanced all of the issues. 
I’ll probably go offline on the bridge portion to understand why it is not 
feasible and maybe I was not explaining myself. 

2. Greg said he thinks the other bigger issue is if you just add up the median 
reductions using the mileposts, that’s 2.3 miles which is 23% of 10 miles. It’s 
a ¼ mile here and a ½ mile there and now we will have 7 miles of 
continuous median and that starts to take away from the Pass. There is a 
reason why this design criteria was put in. I think the design team has done 
a great job of really balancing but just be cautious this is just the uphill 
eastbound only design and we have a lot of design to go over the years. I 
think when there is widened medians, we have the ability to go 10’ but when 
we’re going down and reducing any kind of green space and extending the 
barrier that is already there we have to be cautious.  

Mary Jo said she agrees, that is one of the real challenges of this Corridor and 
many other designs.  It is easy to say, oh well, this is just a little bit here and 
there and then in the end you have a cumulative impact. I have watched this 
design team and they have balanced all the issues.   They have also 
considered the future so that when the additional widening of east or 
westbound happens, there won’t be additional design exceptions. That’s 
already been considered into these exceptions and I really applaud them for 
that.  
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